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While socialization benefits all dogs, 

certain breeds were developed to be 

more suspicious of, and reactive to, new 

people and changes in their environ-

ment. For these dogs early socialization 

is critical! These groups include: 

• Herding breeds, i.e. Border Collies, 

Australian Shepherds, Heelers and 

Cattle dogs 

• Protection breeds i.e. German 

Shepherds, Rottweilers, Great 

Pyrenees 

• Asian breeds i.e. Shiba Inu, Chow 

chow, Akita 

 

 

2. They are more confident when 

exposed to new experiences in the 

future, 

3. And if they do become frightened 

they recover more quickly. 

 

 

 

•  It is normal for dogs, or any ani-

mal, to fear unfamiliar things.  

• Socialization means getting used to 

new things through exposure. 

•  Puppies have a critical 

“socialization window,” between 

6-16 weeks, when they are open to 

new experiences.  

• Exposing puppies to new experi-

ences in a positive way during this 

socialization window benefits them 

in three ways:  

1. They become comfortable with the 

people, places and things they are 

exposed to, 

Why Socialize Your Puppy 

Sights, Sounds and Surfaces 

Vacuum, smoke alarm, garbage dis-

posal, lawn mower, alarm clock 

Other dogs of all sizes, breeds and ages 

Livestock, wildlife 

Cars, motorcycles, trucks, busses, gar-

bage trucks, fire engines 

Bicycles, skate boards, scooters, stollers 

Babies crying, children laughing, run-

ning and playing,  

Thunderstorms, fireworks, sirens 

Walking on: grass, cement, rocks, dirt, 

wood chips, metal grates, artificial turf, 

tile, carpet, stairs, hard wood floors 

Places 

Homes of friends and family 

Car 

Vet clinic 

Groomer 

Pet store (carry until 4 months) 

Parks (carry until 4 months) 

Sporting Events 

Banks (where allowed) 

Outdoor cafes and restaurants 

Garden shops, home center stores 

Outdoor shopping malls 

 

People 

Of all ages, sizes, shapes and ethnicities 

Men, (beards, mustaches)  

Women 

Teens 

School age children 

Preschoolers 

Toddlers 

Infants 

Wearing costumes, uniforms and hats 

backpacks, sunglasses,  

Carrying objects 

Using canes, wheelchairs and crutches 

Socialization Check List 

Provide your puppy with lots of oppor-

tunities to explore and investigate his 

world, but don’t force him into scary 

situations.  

Never allow people to pet your puppy 

unless he approaches them first.  Meet-

ing new people will be more fun for 

your puppy if they offer him tasty treats 

before petting. 

 

Socialization should be both safe and 

fun for your puppy. 

Until your puppy has had all of his shots 

(about 4 months) avoid places where 

you find lots of other dogs, like parks 

and pet stores. For as long as you can 

you should carry your puppy whenever 

you leave your house or yard. When 

you begin to introduce your puppy to 

other dogs choose healthy, calm and 

friendly dogs that you know well. 

How to Socialize Your Puppy 

Socialization should be both 

safe and fun for your puppy. 

Always allow your puppy to 

make the first move and never 

force your puppy into scary 

situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

This tip sheet is not intended as a substitute for training. Please consult a qualified trainer for additional help. 

Tundra, Australian Shepherd mix 



Canine Coach, Inc.  

We specialize in puppy training and socialization, 

and preventing behavior problems before they start.  

 

Services we offer: 

Group Classes, kept small to ensure individual attention 

Private Training, customized to your needs and schedule 

Behavior Modification Programs, finding solutions not just treating symptoms 

90 Minute Behavior Seminars, three topics to chose from: 

• Before You Adopt 

• Understanding Your New Puppy 

• Solving Dog Behavior Problems 

Therapy and Assistance Dog training 

AKC Canine Good Citizen Certification 

Licensed Presenter for: 

• Family Paws Parent Education Classes 

 Dogs and Storks / Dog and Baby Connection 

• Dog Gone Safe Dog Bite Prevention Classes 
 

Have The Dog of  

Your Dreams 

Over the next fifteen 

years Linda started dog 

training programs at several 

of the military bases where 

she and her husband were 

stationed. In 2006, Linda 

and her family settled 

in Colorado Springs. She 

continues to teach dog train-

ing classes, and volunteers 

her time with service dog 

and rescue organizations. 

She established Canine 

Coach, Inc. in September of 

2009. 

Linda Brennen, CPDT-KA 

(Certified Professional Dog 

Trainer - Knowledge As-

sessed), has been a dog 

trainer for over 20 years. 

She earned her Associate 

Degree in Animal Health 

and worked as a Licensed 

Veterinary Technician for 

over 10 years. She also has a 

bachelors degree in Zoology 

from the University of Cali-

fornia at Berkeley. 

After a year-long internship 

with Dr. Ian Dunbar, world-

renowned dog behavior 

expert and founder of the 

Association of Pet Dog 

Trainers (APDT) Linda 

taught classes for his com-

pany for the next two years. 

During that time Linda also 

raised a puppy to become a 

service dog for Canine Com-

panions for Independence. 

 

 

 

Linda is a professional 

member of the Association 

of Pet Dog Trainers 

(APDT), a founding member 

of the Peak Pawsitive Dog 

Training Association, and 

holds a CPDT-KA from the 

Certification Council of 

Professional Dog Trainers.  

 

Linda relies on over 30 

years of experience, and a 

commitment to continuing 

education, to provide you 

with the most up-to-date, 

effective, and positive train-

ing methods available. 

  

    I inspire dogs to love 

learning and owners to 

enjoy training.  My goal is 

to help people and dogs 

truly understand each oth-

ers needs.” 

        Linda Brennen, CPDT       

Meet Your Coach 

Linda and Missy, 

her Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 

3472 Research Parkway 

Suite 104-411 

Colorado Springs, CO  

Canine Coach Inc. 

719 200-2636 

 info@yourcaninecoach.com 

yourcaninecoach.com 

For more information 

and current schedules 

visit 

yourcaninecoach.com 


